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Dear Itasca 10 Families,

Approximately a year ago, Covid changed how we offered instruction for our students. I
still remember thinking last year the move to Remote Instruction would only be a few
weeks and then we would return to complete the year with In-Person instruction. I
never could have imagined what this last year would bring. The impact of Covid has
been very personal for many. Illness, economic hardship and social isolation are
unfortunately common. All too many may have experienced the loss of a loved one due
to Covid, too.  Covid has impacted us all in a manner that no one could have predicted.

As I look back on this year, I celebrate the faith, courage and strength so many have
displayed. Let’s collectively appreciate what we have been able to do as a school
community. We are one of a few districts to provide the choice of both In-Person
instruction or Remote Academy respecting our families to choose what is best for their
student. Our incidence of both student and staff Covid has remained very low. While
the risk of the disease remains constant, we have no evidence of school spread and
have an overall rate under 1.5% in each school on average for the school year.
Approximately 95% of the required student quarantine this year has come from
household exposure or family travel. Very little quarantine has occurred from student
proximity at school and in each case no Covid spread or transmission has subsequently
occurred.  Over 80% of our staff have been vaccinated and that will likely go up to 90%.

As we are about to begin Spring Break (March 29 - April 5) and start the 4th quarter, I
would like to share updates from ISBE and IDPH guidance and the next steps for Itasca
District 10.

◉ IDPH has revised the recommendation for social distancing for in-person
learning. Social distance for in-person learning is now defined as 3 to 6 feet
for students and fully vaccinated staff. Maintaining 6 feet remains the safest
distance, but schools can operate at no less than 3 feet in order to provide
in-person learning.

◉ Many school districts are moving from hybrid models to in-person with 3 feet
social distancing.

◉ We are inviting Remote Academy students back for the 4th quarter. The 3 to
6 feet social distancing recommendation by IDPH will be maintained. IDPH



safety guidance allows us to support additional student return to in-person
instruction.

◉ If you are a Remote Academy student please fill out the survey by
Monday, March 22nd 12:00 p.m. This will be the last opportunity to return to
in-person instruction this year. Your student may complete the year in the
Remote Academy. Before March 26th classroom In-Person assignments for
returning Remote students will be communicated via email. The return date
starts one week after Spring Break on Monday, April 12th.

◉ Regardless of vaccination status or travel destination, quarantine is still
required for 7 days if you travel out-of-state for more than a day trip or
14 days for international travel. As a school district we are following that
guidance and students are required to quarantine after spring break if they
have traveled.

◉ Teachers and families have amended their travel schedules to have in-person
instruction out of commitment to keep everyone safe. It is a family choice to
travel, however, it is IDPH guidance to quarantine. Please respect the safety
of others and quarantine if you choose to travel. We will send students home
who traveled and did not quarantine, this is fair to other students and staff.
Your shared commitment to this safety partnership is why we are able to
continue in-person learning when most districts are just starting to return to
that model or will implement mandatory remote only time blocks after Spring
Break. Let’s not weaken our shared resolve as we have come this far
together to not continue this commitment.

As we look to next year it is hard to determine what our exact educational design will be for
next year.  I believe it is likely that:

◉ Remote Instruction will only be offered to students who have a significant
medical concern or reside in a household with a family member who has a
medical concern. More guidance on this from ISBE and IDPH will be
forthcoming.

◉ In-Person instruction will be offered by Itasca District 10 and we will follow the
guidance of IDPH and ISBE that reduces social distancing to 3 to 6 feet.

Our teachers remain steadfast in their resolve to continue to provide in-person instruction
this year. I am proud to serve with the entire District 10 staff that have displayed such
perseverance, humility and courage this year. Let’s not relax our guard as we begin the
fourth quarter. Let’s all remain diligent in our safety practices both in and out of school for
the respect of everyone's safety.

Thank you for your understanding and continued support!
Sincerely

Craig Benes

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NvrasDR0aXdapQYBcwkxNvod3eT5v5GVW3WNIoPTzts/edit?ts=604f8fd2&gxids=7628

